
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) operates the largest health care system in the United 
States. The Survey of Veteran Enrollees’ Health and Use of Health Care provides annual in-
depth information on enrollees’ attributes, health status, health care options and usage, and 
perceptions of VA health care. The population of ~8.7 million veterans is stratified by multiple 
factors. Sample size targets are given for ~95 health care markets, ~54 subgroups defined by 
health care priority groups and Veterans Integrated Services Networks (VISN), and overall. The 
two sets of targets are not nested.  Veterans with enrollment dates on or before March 31, 1999, 
and veterans in the sampling frame for the previous survey but not selected are oversampled. 
Response rates vary by strata. Stratum sizes vary from a few individuals to thousands. Sample is 
selected in two integrated waves, with the second wave adapted to response rates part-way 
through the first wave. This talk will describe sampling design principles and implementations 
used to select the sample in 2018-2021. The 2021 survey currently is underway.  
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