
Recycling data for a better world
Indicators for the circular economy business

Circular graph of the eight activities and 16 indicators. Activity Design includes 
indicator Patents related to circular economy. Activity Material extraction 
includes indicators Consumption of domestic materials and Material intensity. 
Activity Production includes indicators Number of, turnover of and personnel 
in circular economy businesses, Circular economy business activity by region 
and Pay level in circular economy business. Activity Logistics does not include 
any indicators. Activity Trade and services includes indicator Share of service 
industries. Activity Consumption includes indicators Sharing economy and Flea 
market trade. Activity Waste includes indicators Recovery of municipal waste, 
Total amount of waste, Waste intensity and Production and utilization of biogas. 
Activity Reuse and recycling includes Circular material use rate, Circulation of 
materials and Remanufacturing and reuse.

These indicators describe the circular economy business activities in Finland from 
different perspectives. The set of indicators consists of eight activities. Existing statistical 
data have been utilized in producing the indicators, which enables time series to extend 
backwards in time as well. The indicators presented here are part of a larger indicator set 
which can be found by using QR code on the bottom left corner. 

Circular material use 
rate in 2018

Circular material use rate 7 
% is calculated by dividing 
foreign trade corrected 
recovery of waste by overall 
material use.

Share of turnover in 
service industries in the 
whole economy in 2018

is 26 %.

Domestic material consumption by material 
and material intensity in 2010 – 2018

Stacked column chart of domestic material 
consumption in four material groups and line chart 
showing material intensity in 2010 to 2018.

Circulation of materials in 2018, million tons

Sankey chart of circulation of materials in 2018.

Turnover of circular 
economy establishments 
by region in 2019

Map of Finland showing the 
turnover of circular economy 
establishments by region in 
2019.
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• Patents 

• Consumption of 
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• Pay level 
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• Industry indicators
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• Municipal waste
• Waste
• Biogas

• Circular material use rate 
• Circulation of materials

Incineration 0,1
Energy recovery 6

Landfill and other final 
disposal 104

Material Accumulation, 
emissions and other 
flows 79

Exports 46

Material recovery 15

Waste 
treatment
125

Material use
204

Natural resources 
extracted
180

Processed material
251

Direct material 
inputs
236

Imports
57
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