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How to get the right balance between:

The required information to lead the reader through your 

ideas and work 

vs.
The ability to summarise technical details and results 

Challenge
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Every journal addresses a specific audience: an author must 
write the paper with that audience in mind



The Audience
• Journal of Official Statistics: “The intended readers are researchers and practitioners in 

academia, government, business or research organisations with an interest in survey 

methodology and production of official statistics”

• Survey Methodology:  “A key source of information for survey statisticians and 

methodologists”

• Statistical Journal of the IAOS : “The journal should publish papers of wide interest to both 

users and producers of official statistics” 

• International Statistical Review: “Papers must be of interest to a sufficiently broad spectrum 

of the members of ISI and its family of Associations, who include researchers and practitioners 

in academia, government, business, and industry”

• The Survey Statistician: As the newsletter of the IASS,  it includes general information about 

the activities of the Association (meetings, seminars, etc.) and  welcome manuscripts “that are 

likely to be of interest to its members”.
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The Hourglass 

Consider the image of an hourglass to represent the organization (and 

balance) of your manuscript 

Wide at top: The introduction presents the relevance of the study, then it 

narrows down the scope into a specific problem/question 

Narrow towards the middle: The methods section should be restricted to a 

manageable focus (the neck of the hourglass)

Widening out again: Results – give more room to this section 

Wide at the bottom:  a final thin layer broadening the focus to relate your 

work with what is on and proposing future developments
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https://www.enago.com/academy/academic-writing-in-science-overview/



Methods
The work may be completely new or may demonstrate an improvement of 

an existing method 

Official statistics journals assume that the writer will demonstrate technical 

expertise

• If you have developed an entirely new method: write it out in detail

• If you are improving previous work:  

o There is no need to repeat all the details (use references to inform 

about the previous work)

o Be clear about which methods should be compared with your 

proposal
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Methods
• Clarity is the aim

• If  proofs are included in the manuscript: they should be complete and 

presented in the easiest possible way 

• You can omit details according to expected target audience knowledge 

• Do not over-explain common scientific/technical procedures

• Provide some discussion/motivation to assist the reader decoding the 

formulas

• “An author must provide enough detail for a reader to be able to reconstruct 

his/her study, but not so much that the relevant points get buried”

(Journal of Young Investigators, 2005)

Workshop Writing manuscripts for Official Statistics journals: Guidelines for practitioners and researchers: 8, 10 and 15 February 2022
ISI/ISR, IAOS/SJIAOS IASS/SS, StatisticsSweden/JOS, Statistics Canada/SMJ, Wiley, IOSPress

S E S S I O N  2 :  F E B R U A R Y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 2



Empirical Work/Application 

Focus is on the data/analysis used and the specific results 

It is important that the readers can follow the analysis and understand the 

debate 

• The novelty is the conceptual or analytical approach or the new evidence to 

inform the debate

• You may need to present statistical theory to support your analysis

• The empirical work can be related to testing different methods or evaluating  

methodological procedures in a new domain or application

• Deciding how much detail is about judgment 
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Results

This section should get the lion’s share of your manuscript

• To show how your work fits in the context of existing literature and 

• To explain “how your study adds to the body of knowledge”
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https://spie.org/news/photonics-focus/janfeb-2020/how-to-write-a-scientific-paper?SSO=1

• Inform the main findings

• Resist the temptation to include every result you have obtained

• Check the number of tables and figures that are allowed

according to chosen journal

• Do not repeat in words everything that your tables and graphs

convey (avoid redundancy)



Methods – Example 1
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Empirical Work  – Example 1
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Empirical Work / Results  – Example 1
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Empirical Work / Results  – Example 1
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Section 3.6 presents results of simulations and compare 
them with regular estimates

4. Discussion and Further Activities
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Methods – Example 2
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Methods- Example 2
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Appendix - Example 2

https://doi.org/10.2478/jos-2020-0031


Results - Example 2
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Conclusions – Example 2 
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General Comments

• State the conclusion concisely and avoid overstatements

• Concise and informative headings (and subheadings) helps organizing the 
manuscript  

• Be careful with notation and definition of variables

• Check the journal’s word limit for a manuscript 
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