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Report of Activities and Financial Report of the
ISI Executive Committee over the period August 2001 to 2003
to the ISI General Assembly convening for the 54th ISI Session in Berlin, Germany (August 2003).

Activities
The ISI is an autonomous Society that aims to develop and improve statistical methods and their applications by
providing forums for the exchange of ideas and facilitating international co-operation among individuals as well as
professional societies and other related organisations.
The ISI is concerned with facilitating the transfer of knowledge and technology pertinent to statistical theory and
practice across national boundaries.
The specific tasks of ISI may be summarised as organising meetings, producing statistical publications,
strengthening the ties between the various branches of statistics, and helping to improve the quality of statistics,
including statistical education, good practices in statistics and statistical literacy. These tasks are implemented in
the first place by about 2,000 individual elected members, next to 165 ex officio members and 63 corporate
members of ISI. They are guided by the Executive Committee, the Council and the various Committees of ISI as
specified below, and executed by the Permanent Office. In specific statistical disciplines, the five ISI Sections with
some 4,000 members, including about 1,400 individuals who are also members of ISI, are equally instrumental in
carrying out these tasks. Four of the Sections are supported in their tasks and administration by the ISI
Permanent Office.
The period of August 2001 to August 2003 is characterised by the development of new activities, in addition to the
continuation of existing ones, which will be discussed in terms of the tasks previously outlined. This will be
followed by a financial report covering this period.

Meetings and Conferences
Sessions
The 53rd Session of ISI, which took place from August 22 to 29, 2001 in Seoul, Korea was a successful one with a
record attendance of 2,439 participants (and an additional 164 accompanying persons) coming from all five
continents, including 1,097 local participants. The wide-ranging scientific programme was prepared by the
Chairman of the Programme Committee, Richard Gill, Substitute-Chair Jef Teugels, Vice-Chair Jae Chang Lee,
and members Fred Vogel, Bo Bergman, Murray Cameron, Anil Gore and Tom Louis . Jointly responsible for the
development of the scientific programme was the ISI Programme Co-ordinating Committee, also chaired by Richard
Gill, with the support of Substitute-Chair Jef Teugels, and Vice-Chairman Jae Chang Lee, including the
participation of David Binder (IASS), Ada Van Krimpen (IAOS), Nick Fisher (Bernoulli Society), Carey
Priebe (IASC) and Lionel Pereira-Mendoza (IASE).
With 84 topics, no less than 205 invited papers and 733 contributed papers were presented on a very wide range
of statistical subjects. Special Keynote Addresses by the two Nobel Prize Laureates in Economics for 2000 were
held as plenary invited paper meetings in the largest auditorium which was filled with 1,050 people. First James
Heckman presented the paper “Causality Parameters, Structural Equations, Treatment Effects and Randomized
Evaluations of Social Programs”. Then Daniel McFadden presented the paper “Statistical Simulation”. Three
volumes of Proceedings and three volumes of Contributed Papers were produced, totalling 3,019 pages. These
volumes were also produced on CD-ROM and displayed on the web. There was also an electronic bulletin board
and electronic daily bulletins next to the printed ones.
Marius van Nieuwkerk of the Netherlands Bank presented the Jan Tinbergen Awards to the following winner:
•

M. Bhattacharjee (India), title of paper: “Inference for Non-Homogeneous Poisson Processes: Models for
Repairable Systems”.

This award is named in honour of the world-renowned econometrician and late ISI member Jan Tinbergen.
President Bodin thanked the “Stichting Internationaal Statistisch Studiefonds” for providing the winner with a five
thousand Dutch Guilders prize in addition to an all expenses paid trip to Seoul.
During the Seoul Session, the ISI General Assembly formally accepted the Australian invitation as presented by
H.E. Mr. Colin Heseltine, Australian Ambassador to Korea, to hold the 55th ISI Session in Sydney, Australia in
2005. The ISI General Assembly also adopted the 8 proposals to introduce modifications to the ISI Statutes and
By-Laws in order that they better reflect present practice. The General Assembly also took note of the document
that had been developed by the ISI EC to list the six listed criteria (core content, international leadership,
membership, sustainability, business plan, notes) that were to be seen as important dimensions for possible
Section status, and serve as a framework for those Committees having ambitions to attain Section status.

ISI Development Fund
At the Helsinki Session in 1999, the ISI Executive Committee and the Council proposed to the General Assembly to
establish the ISI Development Fund, which aimed at supporting statisticians from developing and transition countries
to present a paper at a meeting of ISI or one of its Sections. This proposal received unanimous support from the
ISI General Assembly. This decision was an expression of the conviction on the part of the members of ISI that it is
a vital task of the ISI to support and improve statistics in developing countries. Candidates are required to present
an abstract of their paper and a realistic budget for travel, registration, accommodation and out-of-pocket
expenses, supported in writing by two referents, to apply for reimbursement of 90% of their expenses. They
cannot receive more than one grant per year. If they met these criteria, support was provided on a first-come-firstserved basis. A fund of US$ 100,000 was set aside for this purpose for the period August 1999 to August 2001. In an
evaluation of this programme, which took place during the Seoul meeting, it was decided, in view of the large
number of applicants that had to be turned down due to the limitations of this Fund, to make the conditions for
receiving support more restrictive. An age limit of 40 years, an evaluation of the applicant’s intended paper
presentation and a limit to the number of recipients from one and the same country were introduced. Female
applicants would be preferred over male, all other things being equal. Support can now only be potentially
obtained once in two years.
We can now report on the results of this programme from August 2001 up to the time of writing this, i.e. June 30,
2003.
We received about 140 applications and informal requests for support, of which many failed to meet our formal
criteria, and of which some 30 arrived after the Fund’s deadline for the Berlin Session.
In total, 38 applications have been granted. Successful applications were geographically distributed as follows:
Asia:

Eastern Europe:

Africa:

22

9

5

Latin America
and the Caribbean:

India

China

1

Philippines

10
6

Indonesia

1

Pakistan

1

Malaysia

1

Turkey

1

Vietnam

1

Romania
Russia

2
2

Lithuania
Georgia

1
2

Armenia

2

Kenya
Benin

1
1

Zimbabwe
Ghana

1
1

Côte d’Ivoire

1

Uruguay

1

Argentina

1

2

ISI/Section conferences for which support was granted are as follows:
Bernoulli Society 24th European Meeting:

2

Bernoulli Society 13th Meeting for Young Statisticians

3

IASE ICOTS 6 2002:

6

IAOS London 2002

2

54th ISI Session Berlin, Germany August 2003:

25

Note that for 20 of the 25 successful applicants for Berlin, the local organisers have provided accommodation and
perdiem funds, waived registration fees, while the ISI Development Fund has paid all travel costs. This
programme fulfils an obvious need. The budget of almost all applications has been reduced by allocating
applicants to the cheapest accommodation available, and granting fairly minimal out of pocket expenses in order
to stretch the available funds over a maximum number of recipients.
The prominent position of Indian recipients may be explained by the strong tradition in statistics which has
developed in India over a long period of time. The fact that most applications aimed at participation at the ISI
session in Berlin is due recognition of the importance and wide scope of this meeting, the only international one of
its kind which includes all disciplines within statistics.
ISI Mahalanobis Prize
At the initiative of the Indian government, the ISI has introduced the Mahalanobis Prize in honour of the late
Indian Statistician P.C. Mahalanobis. The funding of the prize is provided by the Indian government, in an account
administered by the ISI Permanent Office. The first prize will be awarded during the Berlin Session General
Assembly meeting, according to the recommendations made by the Mahalanobis committee by Jean-Louis Bodin.

ISI Conferences and Meetings
The ISI organises a Satellite conference before the 54th Session in Berlin entitled “Examining the Essential
Functions of Statistical Organisations”. The conference will take place in Szczecin, Poland on August 8-9, 2003 in
close co-operation with GUS, the National Statistical Office of Poland.
Briefing Seminars for Chief Statisticians
These educational seminars are designed to outline the complexities of the international statistical system for chief
statisticians and those who may be expected to hold such a position in the near future. They are organised by ISI
every second year. The most recent seminar was held in London, U.K., on September 2–3, 2002. Instruction was
provided by representatives from ISI, Eurostat, Australian Bureau of Statistics, ONS-UK, UNSD and the OECD.
Nineteen participants, mostly from developing and transition countries, indicated that they found these seminars to be
extremely useful.

Publications
Periodicals
International Statistical Review
This publication, now in its 71st year, is one of the oldest statistical journals in existence, and one of the few
covering the entire range of statistics. It is particularly intended to give members of the ISI and its Sections
information about what is taking place in neighbouring fields of statistics. Next to topics which belong to the realm
of the five ISI Sections, it contains articles discussing statistical issues and applications in contemporary topics of
broad interest in science, technology, business, industry, public policy, education, health, medicine, the environment
etc. The editors are Elja Arjas, University of Helsinki, and Asta Manninen, City of Helsinki, Finland. In 2001 the
ISR totalled 504 pages and in 2002 it had 437 pages, which is more than previous annual totals. An on-line
version of the International Statistical Review will be made available beginning in 2004.
Short Book Reviews
This modest but successful journal continues to provide members with reviews, notes and lists by title of books
related to statistics, economics, computing and of general scientific interest and has 60 pages each year. It is
edited by Professor A.M. Herzberg. It has been incorporated in the CD-ROM that now contains STMA (see next
item) including search functions and ten years of back issues.
Statistical Theory and Method Abstracts
This is an abstract reference resource, published by ISI since 1959. It covers about 275 journals, plus a varying
number of Conference Proceedings from all over the world. It contains about 5,000 non-evaluative abstracts each
year. By using STMA, researchers can obtain an excellent overview of the international statistical literature,
particularly if their libraries cannot subscribe to all these journals. It is edited by C. van Eeden and F. Steutel. A CDROM version has been produced from 2001 onwards, at which time the printed version was discontinued. A webbased version of this publication has been introduced in early 2003, with free access for a trial period of one month.
Bernoulli Journal
This journal, which was founded by the Bernoulli Society, covers mathematical statistics and probability. The ISI
and the Bernoulli Society assumed joint responsibility for the publishing of this journal beginning in 1999. The size
of the journal has almost doubled since 1999 with a very moderate increase of its price. In 2001 it had 956 pages,
in 2002 it had 845 pages . Former ISI-President Willem van Zwet has been its editor for the past two years and will
be replaced in the course of 2003. Both ISR and the Bernoulli journal will soon appear in web-version, beginning
in 2004, with the help of the web-publishing non-profit company ‘The Euclid Project’ (see below).
Cities and Regions
This journal, the official publication of the IAOS Standing Committee on Regional and Urban Statistics (SCORUS)
has been remodelled and face-lifted, and now appears biannually. Editors for the period of this report are Asta
Manninen (City of Helsinki) and Per Gullström (Stockholm Office of Research and Statistics). A web version of this
journal is produced by Moira Cullen, University of Ulster. We are grateful for the support provided for this
publication by Eurostat.
ISI Newsletter
This newsletter, which appears three times a year, provides news items of interest to ISI and Section members. It
includes news of ISI and Section activities, but is not restricted to them. Every issue contains a calendar of
statistical events and meetings. Editors are M. Van den Broecke and D. Berze. The contents of the most recent
ISI Newsletter as well as older issues can also be viewed on the ISI website http://www.cbs.nl/isi/newsltr.htm .
Proceedings
The Proceedings of the 53rd ISI Session in Seoul, Korea were published as Volume 59, Books I–III and the
Contributed Papers in Books IV-VI of the Bulletin of the International Statistical Institute with a total of 3,019
pages. The ISI is very grateful to the Korean Local Organising Committee for the great amount of work that went
into the production of these Proceedings in printed form, on CD-ROM and on the web.

Books
“International Statistical Institute Directory”, 2003: This directory of 522 pages contains lists of ISI members and
members of all five ISI Sections, listed alphabetically and according to nationality and residence. It was printed by
INSEE, whose contribution is gratefully acknowledged. A web version in PDF-format can be found on the ISI
website at (http://www.cbs.nl/isi/ISImembers.PDF ).
“Statisticians of the Centuries”: This book of 500 pages which appeared in May 2001, brings together information
about 103 of the most outstanding statisticians of various countries over the last centuries, born before 1900.
Biographical information, reference to their statistical achievements and the international significance of their
contributions and similar features are covered for those statisticians selected. The editors are C. Heyde and E.
Seneta. This book has been published by Springer-Verlag on behalf of the ISI. This project has been supported by
the Japanese Statistical Association and is available for ISI and Section members for a discounted price.
A new (6th) edition of the ISI publication “Dictionary of Statistical Terms”, edited by Yadolah Dodge, is published by
Oxford University Press on behalf of the ISI and will be available for purchase at the Berlin Session in August
2003. The new edition represents a considerable improvement over previous editions, and it is anticipated that it
will take its place as a standard reference work for statisticians worldwide.
Other Media
The ISI website (http://www.cbs.nl/isi) has been expanded considerably over the last two years. It contains
information about the ISI and its ISI Sections, the 1985 ISI Declaration on Professional Ethics, a Calendar of
upcoming Events, information about the ISI Development Fund and other topics. A listing of all official statistical
agencies and all national statistical societies is included on the site, as well as back issues of Short Book Reviews
and the ISI Newsletter. Members can also use the site to submit proposals for future ISI Session invited paper
meetings. A membership list of ISI and of the four Sections managed by ISI have also been incorporated on the
web. The ISI is grateful to Statistics Netherlands for hosting its website.
Multilingual Glossary of Statistical Terms — This glossary contains about 3,000 terms plus synonyms, based on
Marriott’s Statistical Dictionary for some 20 different languages. With support and help from Eurostat, this glossary
is now accessible in electronic format on the web. Expansion of the number of languages and assessment and
improvement of its contents by users make this effort an ongoing project. Languages of countries that are due to
join the European Union in the near future which are not yet in the Glossary have priority for being incorporated.
ISI produces a variety of information leaflets on ISI and its Sections, which are available free of charge upon
request.
Beginning in 2004, the ISI will launch electronic versions of both the International Statistics Review and the
Bernoulli journal, in collaboration with the "Euclid Project". The Euclid Project is a non-profit organisation based at
the Cornell University Library, specialising in internet publishing of scientific journals. Details will be made
available to members in the Oct.2003 Newsletter and on their 2004 membership invoices.

Strengthening the ties between statistical disciplines
A number of the conferences and publications previously mentioned aim at integrating statistical knowledge and
removing barriers between the various statistical disciplines. Specifically, the biennial Sessions of ISI and the
publication of the International Statistical Review are unique in addressing themselves internationally to
statisticians working in an academic context, as well as to official statisticians and statisticians working in a
corporate environment. These meetings and publications aim at strengthening the ties between the various
statistical disciplines for their mutual benefit. The ISI has also worked to strengthen the ties with the largest
national statistical society, the American Statistical Association (ASA) by being present at the 2002 Joint
Statistical Meeting which was held in New York City in August 2002.

Improving the quality of statistics
Education
The ISI has continued its successful association with UNESCO. This organisation had earlier transformed its
Division of Statistics into the UNESCO Statistical Institute to serve the statistical needs of its member countries more
efficiently. The ISI is helping to promote and facilitate contacts with the new UNESCO Statistical Institute, now located
in Montreal, Canada. The UNESCO Participation Programme has provided essential financial support to enable
the participation of statisticians throughout South Africa to participate in a special training programme in
conjunction with the ICOTS 6 conference in Capetown.
The International Statistical Education Centre (ISEC), located in Calcutta, India, is operated by the ISI and the
Indian Statistical Institute, under the auspices of UNESCO and the Government of India. The Centre provides
training in theoretical and applied statistics at various levels to selected participants from countries in the Middle
East, South and South East Asia, the Far East, and from the Commonwealth countries in Asia. Since its inception
in 1950, the Centre has trained about 1400 students from 65 different countries. The Centre offers a ten-month
training programme each year. The ISI has continued to secure and harbour funds received from the Indian
government for the support of the ISEC facility.

Ethics and Good Practices
The involvement of the ISI in professional ethics in statistics goes back to the seventies, and resulted in the
drawing up of its Declaration on Professional Ethics, which was formally adopted at the 1985 ISI Session in
Amsterdam, and subsequently published in the International Statistical Review (Volume 54, pp. 227–242, 1986).
This was the first document addressing ethical issues in the various statistical disciplines. It discusses obligations
to society, to funding agencies, employers and colleagues , to subjects, and confidentiality of records and identities.
This document formed the starting point of a discussion among statisticians on a variety of ethical issues of the
profession, particularly in the context of official statistics, which is still developing and evolving. Salient points in
this development are that the discussion is most visible in contexts where there seem to be the fewest problems,
and the conviction that prescriptions do not seem to work because of their mandatory nature and therefore to be
complemented by ‘good practices’, and that illustrative case histories of good, but also bad practices seem to also
be a very efficient approach to improve statistical ethics world wide. The discussion on professional ethics takes
place at the national level (e.g. USA, UK, France, Switzerland, Netherlands) as well as internationally: in a
governmental context (United Nations Statistical Commission) and in a non-governmental context (ISI), which may
be regarded as complementary. The ISI has instituted a Committee on Professional Ethics at its Helsinki Session
in an effort to contribute to the improvement of ethics in statistics.
This committee organised a conference in Berlin in July 2002 focussing on emerging issues in professional ethics.

Membership matters
The ISI has now (June 23, 2003) 2000 elected ordinary and honorary members. Table 1 shows the membership
numbers for the period 1990–2002 as of January 1, each year. An interim indication of membership in 2003 is
provided as well. After a period of rapid expansion, membership is now stagnating:
Table 1 — Members of ISI
Year

Ordinary

Honorary

Ex-Officio

Total

Corporate

1990

1560

7

165

1732

55

1991

1592

8

158

1758

70

1992

1680

8

157

1845

75

1993

1727

10

154

1891

83

1994

1825

9

160

1994

80

1995

1867

10

167

2044

75

1996

1892

11

166

2069

77

1997

1980

11

167

2158

70

1998

2003

11

170

2184

70

1999

1996

11

169

2176

72

2000

1960

12

152

2124

62

2001

2003

11

149

2163

59

2002

1998

10

160

2168

62

June 2003

1990

10

165

2165

63

If we analyse the age distribution of our membership as of December 2000 and compare it to the same distribution
in June 1996, the results indicate that our association is in need of more younger members , as you may appreciate
from the following table:

Members by age

June 1996

December 2000

June 2003

Over 70
Over 60

9.8%
23.0%

10.6%
27.8%

10.8%
28.8%

Over 50

48.4%

51.4%

51.5%

Below 50

18.8%

10.2%

8.9%

While membership elections until 1995 have resulted in an increase of candidates who are well qualified and who
represent a broad geographic basis, the number of new members has diminished since that time. Therefore, the
ISI Permanent Office recognises the need to stimulate ISI membership, particularly in South America, Africa and
Asia.

In order to stimulate participation from those developing and transition countries which are experiencing economic
difficulties and/or foreign exchange problems, it is possible for new members elected from these countries to obtain,
if needed, a waiver of membership payments for five years, extendable for another three years. So far, this
“extraordinary” status has been utilised by a limited number of members.
It has been recognised that women are underrepresented in ISI membership and activities. The ISI Committee on
Women in Statistics has taken various initiatives, including the introduction of a website, and is organising
meetings to address this issue and make suggestions and take initiatives to improve this situation. See also under
“Committees”.
It had previously been a tradition that the President awarded ISI Service Medals to persons whose outstanding
activities were of particular significance for the Institute’s activities. The Service Medals were named after three
great statisticians who were instrumental in furthering international statistical co-operation; Adolphe Quetelet,
Henri Willem Methorst and Franz von Neumann–Spallart. On the basis of a motion tabled at the General Assembly
of Helsinki in 1999 by James Durbin, ISI established a service medal review committee under the chairmanship of
Ivan Fellegi to review this subject. The committee advised to abolish the three types of medals, and replace them
with a limited number of Service Certificates, to be awarded during ISI Sessions. The ISI Service Certificates
Committee, Chaired by I. Fellegi will announce the names of the Service Certificate winners, to be awarded
during the Berlin ISI Session.

The Future of the ISI
An Ad Hoc Committee on Membership Expansion and Renewal was established under the chairmanship of David
Moore and conducted an extensive review of ISI membership. This committee focussed attention on the needs of
members that should be addressed, suggested improvements of the membership election procedures, provided
advice regarding web site improvements etc. David Moore reported to the EC and Council in September 2002
when these bodies met in London, UK. The report presented by David Moore (which can be viewed in its entirety
at (http://www.cbs.nl/isi/DMoore.pdf), was received with great approval both by the Council and the Executive
Committee. ISI President Dennis Trewin prepared an official response to the report, which can be viewed at
http://www.cbs.nl/isi/adhoc-recomm.htm . Its main points, which form the basis for priorities adopted by the
Executive Committee and Council are the following:
1.

There should be a simplification of the process to be elected a member of the ISI. Some suggestions could
be and have been implemented immediately, whereas others require changes to the Bylaws. These will be
presented to the General Assembly in Berlin.

2.

The ISI Web Site (http://www.cbs.nl/isi/) is to be redesigned and expanded. The ISI’s presence on the Web is
of increasing importance to improve ISI services to its members and to the statistical community.
Professionals in all fields are now accustomed to communicating online, usually as their first option for
obtaining and interchanging information. The World Wide Web has correspondingly become perhaps the
single most important means by which professional societies handle member transactions and convey news
to their members. Use of the Web offers speed, almost universal access and cost savings. For example,
members of the North American statistical societies no longer receive mailings for the annual Joint Statistical
Meetings except by special request. The entire process is handled online, with such refinements as the ability
to construct and print a personalised time-and-place schedule of sessions and other engagements. The ISI
Web site is rather basic in comparison with the sites of other major societies in statistics. There is, for
example, no secure server facility that would allow members to change their personal information, submit
orders and make payments. This may require hiring outside consultants, expanding staff, or even considering
other hosting arrangements. Nonetheless, it is believed that the Web is now so central to serving members
and attracting new members that improving ISI’s online presence deserves first priority among the
recommendations that require substantial investments to implement. We are aware that some members and
potential members lack adequate Web access. This group will require special accommodation, such as the
continued use of regular mail for functions that move online. Many of these statisticians do use e-mail, so that
they are not entirely isolated from the online world. Web access will continue to spread. If care is taken to
handle exceptions, we think the needs and wants of the great majority of members mandate a shift to the
Web as a primary means of interacting with members and making the ISI more visible to others.
A members-only component with password is considered an important priority. An on-line membership
directory has already been implemented.

3.

Increased attention should be paid to publicising the ISI to the international statistical community. The ISI is
insufficiently known among statisticians world wide, particularly young ones. Therefore the visibility of the ISI
should be increased by drawing attention to the services the ISI can provide. More benefits should be made
available to corporate members.

4.

There should be an improvement of member benefits in comparison to Section benefits. There is agreement
that more should be done to provide distinctive benefits to ISI members. One way of achieving this is by
giving more substantial discounts to ISI members for products and services which the ISI can provide.

5.

Efforts should be taken to stimulate expansion and rejuvenation of the ISI. Most of the new members of the
ISI come from its Sections. The ISI Sections are a vital part of the ISI family. They are the most effective
means of bringing new statisticians into the ISI family without the formality of ISI membership. We should be
actively looking at increasing the number of Sections within the ISI whilst ensuring the diversity of ISI
activities is adequately covered. This means having a constructive dialogue with those interested in joining
the ISI family, particularly those filling existing gaps.

6.

The ISI EC has been taken the first steps to develop a Strategic long-term plan for the ISI. This will be
discussed during the Berlin Council meeting.

In Memoriam
The Executive Committee announces with regret the deaths of 38 members or former members during the
period August 2001-2003, whose names are listed below:
Richard L. Anderson.

Barrie Nicholas Davies

Andi Hakim Nasoetion

Kensei Araya

Ingeborg Esenwein-Rothe

Tadakazu Okuno

Mohammed Atiqullah

Jean Pierre Fenelon

Burton T. Onate

Kali S. Banerjee

Jeanne E. Griffith

Herbert E. Robbins

Ishver S. Bangdiwala

Shanti S. Gupta

Harold Ruben

Maurice S. Bartlett

Bela Gyires

Justus F. Seely

Bernard Benjamin

Chikio Hayashi

C.A.B. Smith

Jerzy Berent

Jerzy Z. Holzer

Milton Sobel

George A. Bernard

Rob Kempton

Pierre Thionet

Vasant P. Bhapkar

Henry O. Lancaster

Richard L. Tweedle

Ralph A. Bradley

Nathan Mantel

Silvio Vianelli

Indra Chakravati

Marco Martini

Jacques A. Zighera

Tore Elon Dalenius

Sigeiti Moriguti

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee is the highest executive body within the ISI, and is elected by the membership and
approved by the General Assembly that meets biennially at ISI Sessions. The Executive Committee is composed
of the Institute’s Officers (President, President-Elect and three Vice-Presidents). It directs the Institute according
to the Statutes and By-laws, and oversees ISI affairs in between meetings of the ISI Council and General
Assembly.
The Executive Committee for the period 2001–2003 is as follows:
President: Dennis Trewin

(Australia)

President-Elect: Stephen Stigler

(USA)

Vice-Presidents: Denise A. Lievesley

(UK)

Jef Teugels

(Belgium)

Jae Chang Lee

(Korea)

The Executive Committee for the period 2003–2005 will be as follows, after the General Assembly’s official
acceptance of the binding nomination resulting from the election ballot organised during the end of 2002:
President: Stephen M. Stigler

(USA)

President-Elect: Niels Keiding

(Denmark)

Vice-Presidents: Nicholas I. Fisher

(Australia)

Jae Chang Lee

(Korea)

Pilar Martín Guzmán

(Spain)

Council
The Council is composed of the Institute’s Officers, consisting of 16 elected individual members, the immediate
Past President, the five Section Presidents, in addition to the Special Interest Group Committee Chairs, the
Statistics Netherlands Director General and the Secretary-Treasurer and Director of the Permanent Office as ex

officio members. The Council formulates the Institute’s policies and programmes in accordance with the decisions
of the General Assembly.
The members of the Council for the 1999–2003 period are as follows:
Luigi Fabbris

(Italy)

Stephan Morgenthaler

(Switzerland)

Catherine Huber-Carol

(France)

Ryoichi Shimizu

(Japan)

Youri Ivanov

(Russia)

Stephen Stigler

(USA)

Farhad Mehran

(Iran)

The members of the Council for the 2001–2005 period are as follows:
Jayant V. Deshpande

(India)

Sylvia Richardson

(France)

Nicholas I. Fisher

(Australia)

Paul Switzer

(USA)

Frederick W.H. Ho

(Hong Kong, S.A.R., China) Ib O. Thomsen

(Norway)

David S. Moore

(USA)

(Germany)

Norbert Victor

The President of the previous Executive Committee assumes membership of the Council at the end of his/her
term as President. The “Past President Council Member” for the 2001–2003 term is Jean-Louis Bodin (France).
The Special Interest Group Committee members having ex officio membership in Council are Larry Cox
(Environment Committee), Nicholas I. Fisher (Business and Industry Committee) and Nanny Wermuth (Life
Sciences Committee). In his position as Director General of Statistics Netherlands, Ruud B.J.C. van Noort is an
ex officio member of Council.
The following Section Presidents enjoy membership of the Council for the period 2001–2003:
Bernoulli Society:

Peter Hall

(Australia)

IAOS:

Paul Cheung

(Singapore)

IASS:

Xavier Charoy

(France)

IASC:

Jae Chang Lee

(Korea)

IASE:

Carmen Batanero

(Spain)

The members of the Council for the 2003 – 2007 period (with the ongoing Council members) are:
Carol Carson

(USA)

Maria Gabriella Ottaviani

(Italy)

Chihiro Hirotsu

(Japan)

Jon N.K. Rao

(Canada)

Graham Kalton

(USA)

Simon Schwartzman

(Brazil)

Ben Kiregyera

(Uganda)

Klaus Trutzel

(Germany)

ISI Committees
The ISI Statutes and By-laws state:
“The General Assembly or the Council may establish committees, in the work of which non-members of the Institute may be
invited to participate.”

ISI Committees can be classified into ‘Standing Committees’, ‘Ad Hoc Committees’, and ‘Special Interest Groups’. The
distinction between “Standing” and “Ad Hoc” Committees implies a period of termination (commonly referred to as
“sunset” period). Standing Committees are, in principle, considered to be long term (or indefinitely ongoing)
bodies, while Ad Hoc Committees are dissolved as soon as they realise their (typically short-term) objectives. In
accordance with ISI “sunset provisions”, every year, the ISI Council and Executive Committee reviews the work of all
ISI Committees, with a view to continue or discontinue them. Each Committee submits a written report of its activities
every year to the ISI Executive Committee, which advises Council about the work undertaken, including its views
about the needs to continue or discontinue a Committee.
Some Committees are designated as “Special Interest Groups”. Such Committees have a strong “Interest Group”
aspect to their existence and are essentially sub-sections (or mini-sections) of the ISI. The application of such a
designation is considered by the ISI Executive Committee and Council on a case by case basis. The Chairpersons
of such Committees are entitled to membership in the ISI Council on a non-voting basis, in accordance with the
ISI Statutes [Article 5b — “representatives of specified statistical interest groups may be entitled to membership in
the Council without voting rights”. Special Interest Groups may establish task forces (sub-groups)].

These Committees presently enjoy special “Interest Group” status:
•

Statistics and the Environment;

•

Statistics in Business and Industry;

•

Life Sciences Committee.

ISI occasionally appoints individuals to act as “co-ordinators” to oversee the operation of a specific activity or to
keep ISI up-to-date with the developments taking place in external organisations.
ISI Committees and Co-ordinators typically conduct their work by correspondence, during the ISI Sessions, or
during specialised meetings.
The following listing provides an indication of the wide range of ISI member interests:
Summary of ISI Committees and Co-ordinators
Name

Chairperson

Type

Council
Executive Committee

Dennis Trewin
Dennis Trewin

Standing Committee
Standing Committee

Elections Committee

Yunkee Ahn

Standing Committee

Yuki Miura
Michel Euriat

Standing Committee

Publications Committee

Chris Klaassen

Standing Committee

Programme Co-ordinating Committees

Susan Linacre
(Berlin Session)

Standing Committees

Nominations Committee

(2001–2003)
(2003–2005)

Stephan Morgenthaler
(Sydney Session)
General Topics Committee

Graham Kalton
(Sydney Session)

Standing Committee

Strengthening Co-operation between ISI and Stat.
Societies

Bill Smith

Co-ordinator

Life Sciences Committee

Nanny Wermuth

Standing Committee &
Special Interest Group

Environment Committee

Larry Cox

Standing Committee &
Special Interest Group

Christiaan Huygens Committee on the History of
Statistics

Anthony Edwards

Standing Committee

Marco Polo Committee on Tourism Statistics

Stephen Smith

Standing Committee

Sports Statistics Committee

Donald Guthrie

Standing Committee

Agriculture Statistics Committee

Isidore David

Standing Committee

Women in Statistics Committee

Beverley Carlson

Standing Committee

PARIS 21 ISI representative

Alain Azouvi

Co-ordinator

Irving Fisher Committee on Central Bank Statistics

Almut Steger

Standing Committee

Committee on Risk Analysis

John C. Bailar

Standing Committee

Committee on Professional Ethics

Eckart Elsner

Standing Committee

ISI Service Certificates Review Committee

Ivan Fellegi

Standing Committee

Statistics in Industry Committee

Nicholas Fisher

Standing Committee &
Special Interest Group

Khowarizimi Committee

Faisal Awartani

Standing Committee

Ad Hoc Committee on Membership Expansion and
Renewal

David Moore

Ad Hoc Committee

Mahalanobis Committee

Jean-Louis Bodin

Standing Committee

Detailed information about the functions of ISI Committees, and the names of members participating in each
Committee can be obtained from the ISI Permanent Office upon request.

ISI Permanent Office
The Director of the Permanent Office is appointed by the Executive Committee and acts as Secretary/Treasurer of the
ISI. Under the guidance of the Executive Committee, the Director is in charge of the Institute’s activities. The
Permanent Office undertakes the daily tasks required to ensure the efficient conduct of ISI and Section business,
and assists in the implementation and administration of programs initiated by the membership and the ISI
sections. The Director of the Permanent Office is Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke.
The ISI Permanent Office is located in the offices of Statistics Netherlands or CBS. Statistics Netherlands has a
long history of providing invaluable support to the Permanent Office. The ex officio Council representative from
Statistics Netherlands is its Director-General, Ruud van Noort (Netherlands).
A number of changes have been implemented in the organisation and structure of the Permanent Office over the
past two years, aimed at improving working conditions and productivity and at extending the services the office can
provide to members of ISI and its Sections. The Permanent Office has effectively become a part of the computer
network of Statistics Netherlands (CBS). This means that the office receives help and support from Statistics
Netherlands for the maintenance and updating of its hardware and software. ISI also receives support from CBS
for its website, which has been expanded steadily. The ISI has also introduced new accounting and membership
database software with the intention of improving the quality and timeliness of its service to members.

ISI Sections
Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and Probability
The daily running of the society is in the hands of an executive committee. For the 2001-2003 term this consists
of:
President: Peter Hall

(Australia)

President-elect: Don Dawson

(Canada)

Past President: David Siegmund

(USA)

Scientific Secretary: Enno Mammen

(Germany)

Membership Secretary: Volker Mammitzsch

(Germany)

Treasurer: Mathisca de Gunst

(Netherlands)

Executive Secretary: Marcel P. R. Van den Broecke (Director, ISI)
President-elect Don Dawson will take over as President for a two-year term at the Berlin ISI meeting in August
2003. Peter Jagers will then become new President-elect.
Policy of the society is discussed and decided in a twelve member council, for the period of 2003-2007 consisting
of:
Paul Feigin

(Israel)

Chii-Ruey Hwang

(Taiwan,
China)

Elisabeth de Turckheim

(France)

Ruth Williams

(USA)

Victor Yohai

(Argentina)

Thomas Kurtz

(USA)

Tim Brown

(Australia)

Colleen Cutler

(Canada)

Frank den Hollander

(Netherlands) Valerie Isham

(UK)

Zhi-Ming Ma

(China)

(Uruguay)

Mario Wschebor

Final authority resides in the General Assembly of the society that meets at the World congresses and at the
biennial sessions of the ISI.
The Bernoulli Society's mission
The Bernoulli Society's mission is to further, through international contacts, the increase of natural knowledge
through the advancement of the sciences of probability (including stochastic processes) and mathematical
statistics, and their applications. Consequently the Bernoulli Society (BS) organises and supports every year a
large number of international conferences. The society holds a World Congress every four years; the most recent
meeting was held in Guanajuato (Mexico) in May 2000. More frequent meetings, co-ordinated by the society’s
standing committees and often with support from many other organisations, include: the European Meeting of
Statisticians, the Conference on Stochastic Processes and their Applications, the CLAPEM meeting (LatinAmerican Congress on Probability and Mathematical Statistics), the European Young Statisticians Meeting, and
various meetings on special topics such as (for example) statistics and probability in the physical sciences. The

society collaborates with the Institute of Mathematical Statistics IMS (joint meetings), the Japan Statistical Society
(JSS) and our parent society ISI, also the Georgian Statistical Society (affiliated to the BS).
The society publishes scientific journals including BERNOULLI (editor: W.R. Van Zwet, University of Leiden, The
Netherlands) and Stochastic Processes and their Applications (editor: O. Zeitouni, Technion, Haifa, Israel) and
sponsors the Journal of Time Series Analysis (editor: M.B. Priestley, University of Manchester, UK). Furthermore it
publishes a newsletter Bernoulli News (editor: Rodney Wolf, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane,
Australia).
(1) For some years the Bernoulli Society has put on hold potential new publication ventures, owing to losses
incurred when its existing journal, Bernoulli, was transferred from a commercial publisher to the ISI.
However, now that Bernoulli is making a profit once more, new ideas for publication are again under
consideration. At present they involve electronic-only media.
We are grateful to the ISI for supporting Bernoulli during a difficult period. The journal is going from strength to
strength, with submissions increasing at a time when many probability and statistics journals are experiencing
declines. For our success we have to thank the journal's energetic and pro-active editorial board, especially the
current editor, Willem van Zwet. Unfortunately, Willem's term as editor will soon end; a search for his replacement
is presently under way.
(2) With assistance from the ISI office, we are pleased to have negotiated a contract with Elsevier for continued
sponsorship of the journal, Stochastic Processes and Their Applications. Development of the new contract
coincided with selection of a new editor for the journal: Philip Protter, of Cornell University. In line with our past
and current contract with Elsevier, the Society's Publication Committee undertook the selection process.
(3) The Society has previously been a sponsor of the Blackwell publication, Journal of Time Series Analysis.
However, some aspects of the operation of this journal do not interface well with guidelines laid down in the
Society's revised statutes. After discussions with the journal's editor and publisher it was decided that the
Society's sponsorship would cease from 1 January 2003.
We are pleased that this position was reached amicably, and that the publisher continues to offer Society
members a discounted subscription to the journal.
(4) During 2002 the Society took the decision to move the site of its 2004 World Congress from Jerusalem to
Barcelona.
Our World Congresses are held jointly with the Institute of Mathematical Statistics, and the decision to move to
Barcelona was made by both societies. We are especially grateful to David Nualart, Chair of the new Local
Organising Committee, and Wilfred Kendall, Chair of the new Scientific Committee, for the leadership they have
shown in organising the WC at its new site, at short notice.
(5) Lastly, but by no means least, we wish to convey our sincere thanks, and our best wishes for the future, to the
outgoing ISI Director, Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke, for his support of the Bernoulli Society throughout his term in
office. One of the many changes that Marcel has ushered in is the progression to on-line, as well as hard-copy,
publication of Bernoulli, through the recently negotiated contract with Project Euclid. We wish Marcel well in
retirement, and look forward to working just as constructively and professionally with his able successor, Daniel
Berze.

International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS) Activities, 2001–2003
Report of Activities, 2001-2003
The Executive Committee of IAOS for the period 2001-2003 comprised the following members:
President: Paul Cheung

(Singapore)

President-elect: Heli Jeskanen-Sundström

(Finland)

Vice Presidents: Siu Ming Tam

(Australia)

Irena Krizman

(Slovenia)

Maria Carré

(Argentina)

Farhad Mehran

(Iran)

SCORUS Representative: Markandey Rai
(Chairperson, SCORUS)
Executive Director and Treasurer: Marcel P. R. Van den Broecke
(Director, ISI)

(Kenya)

Executive Committee of IAOS for 2003–2005
A Nomination Committee, chaired by Willem de Vries, nominated the following IAOS Executive Committee for
2003-2005
President: Heli Jeskanen-Sundström
President-elect 2005–2007: Hermann Habermann
Vice Presidents: Ida Stamhuis

(Finland)
(USA)
(Netherlands)

Hussein Shakhatreh

(Jordan)

Pali Lehola

(South Africa)

Rob Edwards

(Australia)

International Conferences
The IAOS, in conjunction with the Japan Statistical Bureau and Japan Statistics Center, organized a highly
successful Satellite Conference in Tokyo on August 30-31, 2001, after the Seoul ISI Sessions. The conference
attracted over 250 participants from 30 countries. The conference focused on the measurement of an information
society. The conference had two key-note presentations, four invited paper sessions, and six contributed paper
sessions. The feedback from the participants was extremely positive.
In 2002, the IAOS organized its main event: the conference on ‘Official Statistics and the New Economy’. It was
hosted by the Office for National Statistics of the United Kingdom and was held between 27-29 August. A total of
340 participants were involved in presentations, panel sessions, and discussions on a wide range of topics. Many
participants acknowledged with thanks the excellent conference management, superb hospitality, and the highly
relevant topics. After the conference, both ONS and the UK Department for International Development organized
workshops on ‘leadership in statistics’ and in ‘capacity building’ for 60 senior statistical office staff from developing
countries.
Preparations for the 2004 IAOS Conference in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, entered its active phase in 2002. The IASS
was invited to be a partner in organizing this conference. The Program Committee for this conference was formed
under the chairmanship of Alain Azouvi and chose the theme ‘Poverty, Social Exclusion and Development’.
However, in view of the uncertainties in the host country, the IAOS and IASS have decided to postpone the
Abidjan conference to a future date with a new theme. Efforts are currently underway to find another venue for
this conference to be held in 2004 or 2005.
Preparations are ongoing to organize two Satellite meetings during the 2005 Sydney ISI Sessions. New
Caledonia will host a Satellite meeting before the ISI sessions on the topic “Issues for Official Statistics from Small
Economies”. This will be held between March 21- April 2, 2005. The second meeting will be held after the ISI
sessions in New Zealand and will be hosted by Statistics New Zealand.
SCORUS held their 23rd Conference on Regional and Urban Statistics and Research during 11-15 June 2002 in
Lisbon, Portugal with the theme “Statistics for the Cities of Tomorrow”. There were more than 100 participants
from all over the world. The proceedings of this highly successful conference were released in a CD-ROM. The
next SCORUS Conference will be held in Minneapolis in May 2004.

Other Activities
The IAOS intensified its publicity efforts in the past two years. The official website was actively used to
disseminate information on various conferences. A special IAOS promotional poster was printed with the help of
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and was distributed to all national statistical offices around the world.
Two other initiatives were organized by IAOS to broaden its activities.
In 2002, the IAOS established a Best Paper Award to encourage young official statisticians to take a broad
interest in international official statistics. Winner of the award would be subsidized by the IAOS to attend the ISI
Sessions and to present the paper. For the 2003 Award, the theme “New Directions in Social Statistics” was
selected for the competition. As none of the papers submitted for the 2003 Award fulfilled the criteria for best
papers, the adjudication panel decided no awards be made for 2003. Instead, authors of the papers submitted for
the competition were given one year free IAOS membership.

The second initiative focused on promoting IAOS’ relationship with national statistical offices from the developing
countries. The Executive Committee discussed the suggestion of awarding fellowships to young, promising
statisticians working on official statistics from developing countries for the purpose of attending the ISI Sessions
or IAOS Conferences. No final decision had been made and the next Executive Committee would explore this
further.
The Executive Committees of IAOS and SCORUS met in June 2002 to discuss ways to foster closer working
relationship. The business plan of SCORUS was discussed and funds were provided for SCORUS to expand its
membership and publicity activities, with a view to helping SCORUS to fulfil its vision of building a global network
of urban and regional statisticians, researchers and planners.

International Association for Statistical Computing (IASC) President's Report
for the

ISI General Assembly on August 18, 2003
IASC General Assembly on August 19, 2003
IASC Council Meetings on August 18, 2003

The Executive Committee of IASC for the years 2001-2003 has the following composition:
President:

Jae Chang Lee

Korea

President-elect:

Stan Azen

USA

Past President:

Lutz Edler

Germany

Vice Presidents:

Wolfgang Haerdle

Germany

Refik Soyer

USA

Scientific Secretary:

Jung Jin Lee

Korea

Treasurer:

Partick Groenen

The Netherlands

Executive Director :

Marcel P. R. Van den Broecke

Director, ISI

The policy of the association is discussed and decided in the Executive Committe and in a twelve member council
whose members are elected for four years. For the years 2001-2003 it was composed as follows:
1999-2003 term

2001-2005 term

Hakan Ekblom Sweden

John Eccleston Australia

Christos Kitsos Greece

Allmut Hoermann Germany

Anni Morin France

Junji Nakano Japan

Albert Prat Spain

Javier Trejos Costa Rica

Michael Schimek Austria
David Scott USA

Maurizio Vichi Italy
Adi Wilhelm Germany

Final authority resides in the General Assembly of the association which meets every two years at the biennial
sessions of the ISI. The WWW-site of IASC is http://www.iasc-isi.org .
Activities of the term 2001-2003
IASC has just passed its 25th anniversary last year and moving toward a new quarter century of development and
maturity. Accordingly we have gone through another term of two years by demonstrating further
internationalization and improvement in quality and quantity both in activities, publications and participation. In
Europe COMPSTAT 2002 celebrated the 25th anniversary of IASC in Berlin by successful organization of
conference at the historical Humboldt University under the leadership of Vice-President Haerdle. A positive start
of discussion to use the name COMPSTAT outside Europe as a successful symbol of IASC worldwide was raised
at the Council meeting in Berlin, and the first COMPSTAT meeting outside Europe in the future will definitely
enhance the image of IASC as a truly international society. Meanwhile, Yutaka Tanaka of Japan became the new

chair of Asian Regional Section (ARS) of IASC at the 4th ARS Conference in Busan, Korea. The success of this
conference and re-strengthening its structure will bring the regional activities in full scale in the years to come.
On top of these two events IASC has continued a sequence of special efforts and activities for internationalization
as well as for improvement of its relationships with other societies and organizations to foster statistical computing
and its related applications worldwide in accordance with its mission.
This report addresses issues of membership and finances, activities for the ISI, activities of the sections,
publication matters, scientific meetings and the results of the recent elections. This is also an occasion for the
President of IASC to thank all officers and council members of IASC for their devotion for our association, with
special thanks going to our Scientific Secretary Jung Jin Lee (Korea ) for his excellent support. It should also be
mentioned that Lutz Edler, a former President of IASC, volunteered to be our Membership Secretary and has
done a wonderful service for our association.
In addition to its bi-annual meeting during the session of the ISI, our Council met in August of 2002 in Berlin
during the COMPSTAT Conference.
During the past two years, IASC has continued its cooperative relations with the INTERFACE Foundation of North
America, the Association of Survey Computing (ASC), the IFIP and the International Federation of Classification
Societies. Standing committees of IASC at present are the Publications Committee (Chair: Ehsan Soofi, USA),
the Program Committee for ISI 2003 (Chair: Roger Payne, UK), the Program Committee for ISI 2005 (Chair:
John Eccleston, Australia), the Election and Nomination Committee (Chair: Stan Azen, USA) and the
Electronic Affairs and Public Relations Committee (Chair: Gianfranco Galmacci, Italy). Appointments to those
committees will be reconsidered at IASC administrative meetings during the 54 th ISI Session in Berlin. IASC has
assigned representatives to special tasks and duties: Malcom Hudson (Australia) for the ISI Membership
Nomination, Ed Wegman (USA) for the liaison to the INTERFACE Foundation of North America, Ehsan Soofi
(USA) for the liaison to the Iranian Statistical Conferences and Jaromir Antoch (Czech Republic) for the
Affiliated Members of IASC.

Membership
The membership development of the IASC was as follows:
As of January 1, 2001: 637
As of January 1, 2002: 616
As of January 1, 2003: 721
IASC has enjoyed a very stable membership even though there was some trouble in counting the numbers. A part
of the trouble was deemed to be the mailing practice of invoices for membership renewal. The ISI Permanent
Office will modify its mailing dates to avoid the same problem in the future. Measures towards stabilization in
membership were initiated earlier by updated Membership Application Form available on the IASC web site for
electronic application. A new IASC flyer initiated by Wolfgang Haerdle (Germany) has been printed and is
distributed. At the end of COMPSTAT 2002 the Vice President Haerdle kindly decided to contribute the
membership fee for the initial one year with the conference surplus for those participants who were not IASC
members. Following this new practice of membership drive the IASC Scientific Secretary Jung Jin Lee paid the
first year fees for the participants who are non-members of IASC at the 4th ARS Conference in Busan using the
budget surplus. We hope that these new members in both cases will choose to maintain their membership
continuously. All first authors of papers published in the official journal CSDA who are not already members of
IASC have been encouraged to become members of the IASC. Meanwhile, this invitation is sent automatically
when the paper has been accepted for publication.
The Membership Secretary was started and past president Lutz Edler has volunteered for the post. His role has
been significant in maintaining old members and driving for new members as well. Affiliated memberships of
Estonia, Bulgaria and Albania have been continued.

Finances
IASC finances controlled and managed by the IASC Treasurer Patrick Groenen (Netherlands) together with an ISI
Permanent Office staff have been very stable over the past years and considered to be healthy. The membership
fee and the budget have been continuously maintained in EURO. Details will be given in the Treasurer's Report
which has been finalized in July 2003 by the Treasurer and will be presented at the General Assembly of the
IASC in Berlin on August 19, 2003.

IASC Sections and Conferences
At present, IASC enjoys two very active sections - the European Regional Section (ERS) and the Asian
Regional Section (ARS) - and a strong collaboration with the INTERFACE Foundation in North America. The
ERS has continued the series of successful COMPSTAT symposia:

COMPSTAT 2002 Symposium was held in Berlin (Germany) organized successfully by one of IASC Vice
presidents Wolfgang Haerdle ( Humboldt University) with about 360 participants. A very special poster celebrating
the 25th anniversary of IASC was shown the history of our association at the conference site.
COMPSTAT 2004 Symposium will be held in Prague (Czech Republic) on 23-27 August 2004 organized by
IASC Council member Jaromir Antoch (Charles University). More information can be obtained from
http://compstat2004.cuni.cz/
The Asian Regional Section (ARS) was revitalized with a new team of BoD and Yutaka Tanaka(Japan) was
elected as the president for a term of 3 years at the 4 th ARS Conference held in Busan, Korea on 5-7 December
2002. For this conference nearly 170 participants with more than 80 papers came from 10 nations. It was
organized by our Scientific Secretary Jung Jin Lee(Korea) and Wing Fung (Hong Kong) became the Presidentelect.

IASC Cosponsored Conferences
•

the 2nd International Symposium on Partial Least Squares and Related Methods was held in Italy on 1-3
October 2001

•

the International Conference on Statistics, Combinatorics and Related Areas and the Eighth International
Conference of Forum for Interdisciplinary Mathematics was held at Wollongong University, Australia, on
19-21 December 2001

•

the 14th International Conference on Scientific and Statistical Database Management was held Edinburgh
on 24-26 July 2002.

•

A Short Course on Computational and Statistical Aspects of Microarray Analysis at University of Milan,
Italy on 26-30 May 2003.

•

2003 IASC-ERS Summer School was held at Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal on 23-30 July 2003. This
was jointly organized with IFCS and concentrated on Classification and Data Mining techniques.

•

International Conference on Cancer Risk Assessment (ICCRA) will be held as a satellite conference of
the 54th ISI Session on 22-24 August 2003 in Athens, Greece. More information can be obtained from
http://www.dkfz.de/biostatistics/ICCRA.html or http://www.teiath.gr

•

The 3 rd International Symposium on PLS and Related Methods will be held in Lisbon on 15-17 September
2003. More information can be obtained from http://www.isegi.unl.pt/pls03

•

The 4th International Conference of the Association for Survey Computing will be held at Warwick
University, England on 17-19 September 2003. More information can be obtained from www.asc.org.uk

Publication
The CSDA editor in chief Stan Azen (USA) and co-editor Erricos Kontoghiorghes (Swiss) have done the excellent
job continuously in improving the quality and quantity of the journal with desirable cooperation with Elsevier for the
last two years. The IASC Publication Committee chaired by Ehsan Soofi (USA) was recently charged with a
mission to review an offer from a publisher to see if the offer has merits. Meanwhile, the idea of having an Asian
co-editor will soon be materialized to expand stronger participation by Asian members.
Adi Wilhelm (Germany) expressed her wish to resign from SSN editor and the council decided to appoint the
successor for a smooth transition with her help.
With the help of the editors IASC has gone through a new round of negotiations with Elsevier publisher on various
matters regarding publication, appointment of editors, modernizing the review process, and increasing the benefit
for IASC members. Now it is in its final stage for revision and is waiting to be signed for a new contract with the
publisher.

Elections in 2003
The IASC Election and Nomination Committee chaired by Stan Azen (USA) conducted the process of election
between January and May 2003. According to the ballot counts the following members are declared to be the
winners for the positions of IASC as listed below.
for the Executive Committee of 2003-2005

for the Council of 2003-2007

President Elect: Gilbert Saporta (France)

Jarimir Antoch Czech Republic

Vice Moon Yul Huh (Korea)
Presidents:

James Gentle USA

Michael G. Schimek (Austria)

Erricos Kontoghiorghes Switzerland

Scientific Joyce Niland (USA)
Secretary:

Jung Jin Lee Korea

Treasurer: Patrick Groenen (The Netherlands)

Yuichi Mori Japan
Vincenzo Esposito Vinzi Italy

Jae Chang Lee

Seoul, July 1, 2003

International Association for Statistical Education (IASE) Report, 2001–2003
The IASE Executive Committee for the 2001–2003 period is:
President:
IASE President-elect:
Past President:
Vice Presidents:

Carmen Batanero (Spain)
Chris Wild (New Zealand)
Brian Phillips (Australia)
Dani Ben-Zvi (Israel)
Carol Joyce Blumberg (USA)
Lisbeth Cordani (Brazil)
Gilberte Schuyten (Belgium)
Susan Starkings (UK)

Executive Director:

Marcel Van den Broecke (Netherlands)

The IASE Executive Committee for the 2003-2005 period is:
President:
President-elect:
Vice Presidents:

Chris Wild (New Zealand)
Gilberte Schuyten (Belgium)
Carol Joyce Blumberg (USA)
Lisbeth Cordani (Brazil)
Susan Starkings (UK)
Christine Reading (Australia)
Larry Weldon (Canada)

Executive Director:

Marcel Van den Broecke (The Netherlands)

IASE Activities 2001-2003.

Report to the International Statistical Institute General Assembly
The main event in this period was our ICOTS–6 Conference in Cape Town, South Africa, with 472 delegates
from 54 countries attending and celebrating 20 years of International Conferences on Teaching Statistics. The
conference was a big success thanks to the excellent work by the International Programme Committee and in
particular by M. Gabriella Ottaviani, Brian Phillips, and Dani Ben-Zvi, the efficient local organisation and warm
hospitality of Jacky Galpin, Delia North, Linda Haines and their team as well as support received from UNESCO,
the American Statistical Association and a number of other institutions. For the first time we included a refereeing

process in the conference to increase the quality of ICOTS-6 Proceedings which was produced on a CD-Rom,
edited by Brian Phillips. Copies are available from the ISI. We were fortunate to have a number of sponsors to
help with the conference as listed on the CD. Special workshops and other activities were held for local school
teachers who attended the conference to help them become acquainted with basic statistics concepts that will
soon be part of the new school syllabus in South Africa.
Gilberte Schuyten organised a wide and varied list of topics for Invited Paper Meetings for the 54th Biennial
Session of the ISI and we have just held a two-day Satellite Conference on Statistics Education and the
Internet at the Max-Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin, with Larry Weldon as Chair of the Scientific
Committee and Joachim Engel Chair of the Local Organising Committee. In 2004, ICME-10 (the International
Congress on Mathematical Education) will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, with participation of IASE members
in regular lectures, Chairs or panel members in different Topics and Discussions groups. Before ICME-10, we will
celebrate our next IASE Round Table Conference on Curricular Development in Statistics Education at Lund
University, Sweden with Lena Zetterqvist and Ulla Holt as local organisers and Gail Burrill as Conference Chair
(more information is available from http://hobbes.lite.msu.edu/~IASE_2004_Roundtable/ ). Our programme for the
55th Biennial Session of ISI, to be held in 2005, Sydney, Australia is well advanced. We are also starting to plan
for a connected IASE Satellite Conference, possibly in New Zealand. The theme for ICOTS-7 in 2006, to be held
in Brazil is to be Working Cooperatively in Statistics Education. The International Programme Committee has
been appointed with Carmen Batanero as Chair, Susan Starkings as Programme Chair, Allan Rossman and Beth
Chance as editors of Proceedings, John Harraway as Scientific Secretary and 23 more people as Topic
Convenors. Pedro Morettin and Lisbeth Cordani from Brazil will be Chair and IASE representative on the Local
Committee.
The World Numeracy Project was renamed as the International Statistical Literacy Project (ISLP) and is now
under the auspices of the IASE with Carol Joyce Blumberg as main coordinator of the ISLP Advisory Committee,
which met twice during this period. The main outcome so far is the ISLP website, which contains lists of resources
relating to statistical literacy now fully operational at http://course1.winona.edu/cblumberg/islplist.htm.
In May 2002 the IASE launched the Statistics Education Research Journal (SERJ), a new refereed electronic
journal that focuses on research and has been accepted by the International Statistical Institute as joint
publication. Three issues have been published and the fourth is expected in November 2003. Flavia Jolliffe and
Carmen Batanero were the founding Editors and Iddo Gal will take over from Carmen as joint Editor with Flavia in
November. SERJ is now extracted in the Mathdi Database and the Current Index to Statistics and listed in many
different web pages of professional organizations or institutions.
We have continued our collaboration with other associations and professional bodies interested in statistics
education, extended our National Correspondents Network, improved the IASE web site
( http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iase.htm ), particularly the publications part, and co-sponsored a number of activities such
as the Stochastic Thinking and Reasoning Research Forum 2 (Armidale, Australia, 2001) and 3 (Lincoln,
Nebraska, USA, 2003), the Interamerican Meeting on Teaching of Statistics (Buenos Aires, Argentina, 2002) and
the Interamerican Seminar on Teaching Statistics and Statistics in Education (Rio de Janeiro, 2003).
Finally I would like to express my gratitude to all the 2001-2003 IASE Executive Committee members Dani BenZvi, Carol Joyce Blumberg, Lisbeth Cordani, Gilberte Schuyten, Brian Phillips, Susan Starkings, and Chris Wild,
and co-opted members: Gail Burrill, Delia North and M. Gabriella Ottaviani, as well to other IASE members who
devoted so much time and effort to IASE activities and welcome Chris Wild as new President, Gilberte Schuyten
as President Elect and the new Vice-Presidents Chris Reading and Larry Weldon (along with Carol, Lisbeth and
Susan) to whom I wish all kind of success in the next period.
Carmen Batanero
IASE President 2001-2003

International Association of Survey Statisticians (IASS)
The Executive Committee of IASS in the 2001-2003 period was as follows:
President: Xavier Charoy
President elect: Luigi Biggeri
Vice-Presidents: David Binder
Anders Christianson
Treasurer: François Fabre
Scientific Secretary: Seppo Laaksonen
Executive Director: Alain Charraud

France
Italy
Canada
Sweden
France
Finland
France

A major undertaking in the last two years has been the modernisation of the membership database. The
Secretariat is now close to a conclusion. The database will be fully compatible with that of ISI and other sections
members, kept by the Permanent Office. A clear example of this compatibility is given by the recent ISI directory
where it has been possible to include all IASS members.
The elections were held early this year as usual. Gordon Brackstone (Canada) is now President-elect. The two
vice-Presidents for 2003-2005 will be Beverley Carlson (USA) and Alvaro Gonzalez- Villalobos (Argentina), the
Scientific Secretary will be Marina Signore (Italy). Luigi Biggeri, elected in 2001, will be acting President during
2003-2005.
One can now consider that the « Survey Statistician », the review of the Association, has found its place and
role. The Association owes many thanks to the editor, Leyla Mohadjer, whom provided a considerable input in
spite of the difficulties she met. After four years, Leyla hands over her position to Steve Heeringa.
In addition to the review, an unusual number of publications have been issued by the Association or with its
contribution over the last two years:
•

the traditional proceedings of the previous ISI Session (providing the complete text – and not only a
summary - of the papers delivered in meetings organised or co-organised by IASS) which have been
edited by the chairman of the IASS Programme Committee for the Seoul session, David Binder and by
Eric Rancourt. The proceedings have been printed and disseminated by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics;

•

the « IASS Jubilee Commemorative Volume – Landmark Papers in Survey Statistics », edited by a
committee chaired by Gad Nathan, also printed and disseminated by the ABS;

•

« Leslie Kish, Selected Papers », edited by Graham Kalton and Steve Heeringa and published by Wiley
and Sons. This has been made possible thanks to the commitment of Mrs Kish and a strong contribution
of the Kish Foundation who ordered about half of what was needed for every member of the Association
to receive a copy for free, the other half being paid directly by IASS. This combined action of Leslie
Kish’s heirs and IASS is to be seen as a tribute to the great statistician who left us in 2000;

•

the membership Directory, printed disseminated by the end of 2002 thanks to INSEE’s contribution.

The Cochran-Hansen Prize, granted by the Association to a young statistician from a developing or transition
country for the best paper on survey research methods, has been awarded to Mr. Krishna Mohan Palipudi (India)
for his paper on « A multi-level approach to explore the influences of interviewers on item non-response in
complex surveys ».
The IASS organises and sponsors 6 Short Courses on the occasion of the Berlin session:
•

Workshop on Survey Sampling, presented by Graham Kalton and Steve Heeringa;

•

Variance estimation in Complex Surveys, presented by Wayne Fuller and Kirk Wolter;

•

Small area estimation, presented by Jon N.K. Rao;

•

Editing and Imputation of Survey Data, presented by John Kovar and Eric Rancourt;

•

Business Survey Methods, presented by David Binder and Mike Hidiroglu;

•

Designing the Optimal Questionnaire, presented by Edith de Leeuw and Don A. Dillman.

The IAOS/IASS Joint Conference – on « Poverty, Social Exclusion and Development » - which was due to take
place in 2004 in Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire) had to be postponed because of the situation in the country and
insufficient international recognition of the scientific programme. Discussions have started to agree on another
date and venue.

Finances
Introduction
The ISI Executive Committee is pleased to report that in spite of the implementation of various activities involving
extra expenses (such as the ISI Development Fund, the publication of the journal Statistical Theory and Methods
Abstracts on CDROM and web, and website development, including an ISI membership list), the financial
situation of the ISI continues to be in good shape. This does not reduce the necessity of remaining prudent and
cautious in making long term commitments which may lead to higher expenditures, but the financial results of the
last two years provide a firm financial basis for the ISI as well as its Sections to guarantee continuity and to allow
for an improvement of the services which the ISI Permanent Office can provide to ISI and Section members.
However, we must remain aware that the ISI receives a considerable amount of in-kind support from a number of
statistical agencies, notably the National offices of Statistics of the Netherlands (CBS), France (INSEE), Sweden
(Statistics Sweden), Norway (Statistics Norway), the Statistical Office of the European Union (Eurostat) and
UNESCO (to name a few) which are all gratefully acknowledged.
The form in which the financial statements are presented here have been revised as a result of a number of
suggestions made by our auditor which aim at a greater transparency, and their report for the period 2001-2002 is
attached (see Appendix 3).
In accordance with article 702 of the ISI By-Laws, the Executive Committee hereby submits to the General
Assembly the following financial statements (all presented in Euros):

Balance Sheets
The balance sheets of 2001 and 2002 (see Appendix 1) reflect the financial improvement of the ISI assets just
mentioned. For comparison purposes, the 2000 situation is also presented.
The assets of the ISI increased by about 200,000 Euros over the period referred to. A similar improvement may
be observed in the assets of three of the four Sections administrated by the ISI, viz. IAOS, IASC and BS. IASE
has a modest reduction of assets. Note that the Mahalanobis Fund (see pg.5 attached) contains a capital amount
in US$ which is owned by the Indian Government and that its decline in value reflects the rise of the Euro with
respect to the US$.

Statement of Income and Expenditures
As is apparent in Appendix 2 (stating profit and loss), income and expenditure were both relatively high in 2001,
leading to a slightly positive result. In 2002, the financial situation improved. Although income in 2002 was lower
than in 2001, expenditure was reduced to such an extent that the positive result after financial income amounted
to almost Euro 100,000.
Financial income is an indispensable part of total income, and may be expected to diminish as interest rates are
approaching historical lows. Most assets are now in Euros.
To inform you in some detail about the financial situation of the ISI Sections, we provide statements on income
and expenditure of each section as well as statements about the financial reserves for each section.
Bernoulli Society

Appendix 4

IAOS

Appendix 5

IASC

Appendix 6

IASE

Appendix 7

No financial statement was received from IASS.

Conclusions
The ISI Executive Committee recommends continued financial prudence but sees possibilities to expand ISI
activities for which rejuvenation of our membership is a prerequisite.

Dennis Trewin
President

Jae Chang Lee
Vice President for Finance

Dr. Marcel Van den Broecke
Secretary/Treasurer
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List of ISI Corporate Members
National/International Statistical Agencies
Australia

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Austria

Österreichisches Statistisches Zentralamt

Belgium

Institut Nationale de Statistique

Brazil

Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica

Canada

Statistics Canada

Denmark

Danmarks Statistik

Egypt

Central Agency for Public Mobilisation and Statistics

Finland

Central Statistical Office

France

Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques

Germany

Federal Statistical Office

Greece

National Statistical Office

Ireland

National Statistical Office

Italy

Istituto Centrale di Statistica

Japan

Statistics Bureau

Macau

Direçcao de Serviços, de Estatistica e Censos

Mexico

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Geografia e Informatica (INEGI)

Netherlands

Central Bureau of Statistics

Norway

Statistics Norway

Poland

Central Bureau of Statistics

Portugal

Insitut Nationale de Statistique

Russian Federation

State Committee on Statistics

Spain

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica

Sweden

Statistics Sweden

Switzerland

Bureau Fédéral de Statistique

United Kingdom

Office for National Statistics

United States

National Center for Health Statistics
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Bureau of Census
U.S. Department of Commerce
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
U.S. Dept. of Transportation Statistics

Institutions
CSIRO, Division of Mathematics and Statistics, PO Box 93, North Ryde, NSW 2113, Australia.
Faculté des Sciences Agronomiques de Gembloux, Av. de la Faculté d'Agronomie 8, 5030 Gembloux, Belgium.
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario K7L 3N6, Canada.
Department of Theoretical Statistics, Institute of Mathematics, Aarhus University,
8000 Aarhus C, Denmark.
Department of Statistics, University of Helsinki, PO Box 54, 00014 Helsinki, Finland.
Centre d'Analyse et de Mathematique Sociale, 54 Bd Raspail, 75270 Paris, Cedex 06, France.
NUREC, Bismarckstr. 150-158, 47049 Duisburg, Germany.
Statistical Research Center, Dr. Fatemi Avenue. Babataher st., Satip Fakori Corner no. 50, 14137 Tehran, Iran
Department of Statistics, University College, Cork, Ireland.
Università degli Studi di Bari, Via C. Rosalba 53, 70124 Bari, Italy.
Università degli Studi di Padova, Via S. Francesco 33, Padova, Italy.
National Federation of Statistical Associations, P.O. Box 1134, Tokyo, Japan.
Agriculture & Fisheries Statistics Bureau, Gwachon, Kyungki, 427-010 Korea.
Institut National de Statistique de d'Economie Appliquée, Boîte postale 6217, Rabat, Maroc.
Naif Arab Academy for Security Sciences, P.O. Box 6830, Riyad 11452, Saudi Arabia.
Health Information Management Branch, Ministry of Health, College of Medicine Building, 16 College Road,
169854 Singapore
Department of Statistics, Universitat de Barcelona, Diagonal 645, 08028 Barcelona, Spain.
Department ATE, Institut d'Estadistica de Catalunya, Via Laietana 58, 08003 Barcelona, Spain.
Department of Statistics, University of Göteborg, Viktoriagatan 13, 51125 Göteborg, Sweden.
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Box 7013, 75007 Uppsala, Sweden.
University of Umeå, 90187 Umeå, Sweden.
Uppsala University, P.O. Box 513, 75120 Uppsala, Sweden.
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, Faculty of Science and Technology,
Thammasart University, Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand.
University of Bristol, Tyndall Avenue, Bristol BS8 1TJ, U.K.
Nuffield College, Oxford OX1 1NF, U.K.
Brigham Young University, 230A TMCB, Provo UT 84604, USA.
Epidemiology and Biometry Program, University of Illinois, P.O. Box 6998,
Chicago IL 60680, USA.
Iowa State University, 102 Snedecor Hall, Ames IA 50011, USA.
Department of Statistics, North Carolina State University, Campus Box 8203,
Raleigh NC 27695, USA.
Department of Statistics, The University of Washington, B313 Padelford Hall,
Seattle WA 98195, USA.
Other Organisations
National Bank of Belgium, Boulevard de Berlaimont 5, 1000 Brussels, Belgium.
Deutsche Bundesbank, Frankfurt am Main, Germany.
Banca d'Italia, Casalle Postale 2484, Rome, Italy.
Bank of Japan, C.P.O. 20, Tokyo 100-91, Japan.
Bank of Korea, C.P.O. 26, 1488 Seoul, Korea.
De Nederlandsche Bank, P.O. Box 98, 1000 AB Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
Banque Nationale Suisse, Postfach, 8022 Zürich, Switzerland.
International Monetary Fund

