The 62nd ISI World Statistics Congress
18-23 August 2019
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
It is time to look back at a highly successful event, the 62nd ISI World Statistics Congress that
took place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. More than 2200 participants from more than 114
countries attended the congress in the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC); the final
tally will be published in October 2019. This report only contains a mere selection of the
events and the sessions that took place during and in connection to the congress. The
complete account, including the official WSC Proceedings, will become available later.
The ISI WSC 2019 was organised by ISI and the Department of Statistics Malaysia, Bank
Negara Malaysia (Central Bank of Malaysia), and Malaysia Institute of Statistics (ISM).
Opening Ceremony & International Prize in Statistics
The opening ceremony took place on Sunday 18 August in a full Plenary Hall in KLCC. The
congress was officiated by the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tun Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad,
following the opening speech of the ISI President Helen MacGillivray.
The ceremony included opening addresses by the Minister of Economic Affairs, Dato’ Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali and the Chair of the National Organising Committee, Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd
Uzir Mahidin. The programme ended with performances of folklore dances and the
introduction of the ISI WSC 2019 Song performed by Malaysia’s popular singer Adibah Noor.

The Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tun Dr. Mahathir bin
Mohamad.

Helen MacGillivray in her opening speech.
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Opening ceremony folklore dances.

Adibah Noor performs the ISI WSC 2019 Song.

The launch of the congress was followed by the official presentation of the 2nd Edition of the
International Prize of Statistics to the winner, Bradley Efron, professor of statistics and
biomedical data science at Stanford University. He received the prize in recognition of the
“bootstrap,” a method he developed in 1977 for assessing the uncertainty of scientific results
that has had extraordinary impact across many scientific fields. Prof Efron participated in the
ceremony through a video message, while ISI President Helen MacGillivray received the
prize certificate on his behalf. The Presidents—all women—of the five international statistical
societies that have created the prize were on stage: Karen Kafadar of the American
Statistical Association (ASA), Louise Ryan of the International Biometric Society (IBS), Helen
MacGillivray of the International Statistical Institute (ISI), Susan Murphy of the Institute of
Mathematical Statistics (IMS), and Deborah Ashby of the Royal Statistical Society (RSS).

Prof Efron on the big screen of the Plenary Hall
delivering his message.

The Presidents of the five international statistical
societies on the podium.

After the Opening Ceremony, delegates and guests enjoyed a rich Welcome Reception,
where they savored Malaysian food and tried their hand at traditional Malaysian arts and
crafts like batik painting, wood carving, traditional fabric (songket) weaving, pewter smithing
and Chinese calligraphy.
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Scientific Programme
The Scientific Programme Committee (SPC), chaired by Yves Grize (Switzerland), worked
closely with the Local Programme Committee (LPC) to build the core of the scientific
programme. The SPC was responsible for developing the Invited Paper Sessions (IPS) and
the LPC, in coordination with the SPC, developed the Special Topics Sessions (STS), the
Contributed Paper Sessions (CPS) as well as the Poster Sessions. The LPC was led by
Chairperson Rozita Talha along with Co-Chair Ibrahim Mohamed, Vice Chair I, Siti Haslinda
Mohd Din and Vice Chair II, Daniel Chin Shen Li. Both Committees did a wonderful job in
evaluating and selecting the papers and in putting all the elements together to construct a
scientific programme worthy of the size of the WSC.
Additionally, a number of committees organised the Short Courses Programme, the Lunch
Table Discussion Groups, facilitated the selection of winners for the Jan Tinbergen prize, and
many activities that added to the richness of the offered programme.

Number of Scientific Sessions
SIPS

27

IPS

120

STS

96

CPS Oral

54

CPS ePoster

18
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Number of Contributors and
Number of Papers for Scientific Sessions
Speakers/discussants/panelists/chairs

1,428

Papers presented

1,328

Short Courses programme
Prior to the WSC, on 16 and 17 August, the ISI and its Associations, organized a Short
Courses programme that took place in Sasana Kijang. Twelve courses were held during the
2-day programme, with around 200 participants.
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Symposium on Data Science and Official Statistics
The 3-day UN Statistics Division (UNSD) Symposium on Data Science and Official Statistics
was jointly organized with UNSD and UN Global Working Group on Big Data for Official
Statistics, from 15-17 August, in Sasana Kijang. This symposium offered insights into
activities on the nexus of Data Science and Official Statistics and corresponding training
opportunities. It consisted of lectures, project presentations and hands-on demonstrations.
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2017 ISI Young Statisticians Workshop (YS-ISI2017)
Preceding the opening of the ISI WSC 2019, on Sunday 18 August, the 2019 ISI Young
Statisticians Workshop (YS-ISI2019) was organized by the ISI Young Statisticians
Committee (http://www.ys-isi.org); it was held in Sasana Kijang.
The purpose of the YS-ISI2017 was to bring together and to promote the active participation
of early career statisticians who are attending ISI2019. The workshop offered opportunities to
meet each other, to share scientific and professional experiences, and to promote scientific
and professional collaborations. The workshop was a great success with 150 participants.
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Authors’ Workshop
On Tuesday 20 August, the ISI Author Workshop “Getting your paper published” took place,
with the kind contribution to its organisation by Wiley. Editors of established journals Stat,
International Statistical Review, and Teaching Statistics gave presentations about their
journals and an overview of best practice in terms of submitting and reviewing papers. They
also shared guidelines on things to consider/look out for when submitting a paper for
publication, and provided hints and tips for authors on how to improve their papers and their
chance of acceptance. A question and answer session with the Editors took place at the end
of the workshop.
Networking Event for Women in Statistics
On Tuesday morning, 20 August, the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics (ISI-CW)
organised a networking breakfast to provide an opportunity for male and female statisticians
to informally network and engage with their colleagues from around the world. The event was
attended by 40 female and male congress delegates from 18 countries. The ISI-CW Chair,
Diana Stukel, led participants in a brainstorming activity, whereby they were asked to identify
topics for potential Invited and Contributed Sessions in support of the next WSC in 2021 in
The Hague—to be submitted subsequently to the WSC 2021 Scientific Committee for
consideration. Participants worked in groups of eight and ultimately produced around 30
proposals. The Management Team of ISI-CW will follow-up on the gathered ideas in close
contact with the participants in order to distil the contributions into a handful of viable
potential sessions to be submitted for consideration.

ISI President’s Invited Keynote Lecture
On Thursday 22 August, Jessica Utts, Professor Emerita in the Department of Statistics at
University of California, Irvine (UCI) and former (2016) President of the American Statistical
Association (ASA), delivered the ISI President’s Invited Keynote Lecture.
Her talk “Enhancing Data Science Ethics through Statistical Education and Practice”
addressed issues impacting ethical data science, with a focus on how statisticians can help
raise awareness and encourage implementation of ethical best practices. As sources of data
become more plentiful and massive data sets are easy to acquire, new ethical issues arise
involving data quality and privacy, and the analysis, interpretation and dissemination of datadriven decisions. There are numerous anecdotes involving abuses of complex data analyses
and algorithms, and the impact they have had on society. What can statisticians do to help
enhance data science ethics in practice, and what can statistics educators do to instil sound
ethical behaviour in our students? We have opportunities to practice and teach ethical
conduct relevant to all stages of the data life cycle.
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Mahalanobis Lecture
On Thursday morning, 22 August, Professor Reinaldo Arellano-Valle, Department of
Statistics, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, and 2019 Winner of the prestigious
Mahalanobis Award in Statistics, presented the Mahalanobis Prize Lecture titled “Some
formulations of flexible statistical models”. At the beginning of the session, officials from the
Government of India and the ISI President presented the Prize and the Award Certificate to
Prof. Arellano-Valle. The Indian delegation members were Mr. Pravin Srivastava, Chief
Statistician of India & Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Mr.
Tapas Kumar Sanyal, Director General (Economic Statistic), National Statistical Office,
MoSPI, and Mr. Ajay Kumar Gupta, Additional Director General, Coordination & Publication
Division, National Statistical Office, MoSPI.

Photo: Prof. Reinaldo Arellano-Valle receives the
Mahlanobis Award 2019 from ISI President Helen
Macillivray and Mr Pravin Srivastava, Chief
Statistician of India.

Malaysia by Night
On Tuesday evening, the congress participants had the chance to experience Malaysia’s
cultural diversity in an evening filled with dances, songs, and demonstrations of traditional
crafts at the Sunway Lagoon Surf Beach. The food was abundant and of the exquisite
Malaysian variety and taste.
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ISI General Assembly 2019
The ISI General Assembly 2019 took place on Thursday 22 August. During the meeting, the
ISI President talked about ISI’s work of the past two years, including the ISI finances. The
Presidents of the ISI Associations presented their own activities for the same period; the ISI
Annual Report 2018 was approved; the 63rd ISI WSC 2021 to take place in The Hague, The
Netherlands, 11-15 July, was presented.

Communication
The congress Daily News was published mainly digitally, appearing on the congress website
daily; yet there were a few hundred copies printed and available every morning in the
Exhibition area and outside the Press Centre. The eight–page news publication presented
articles and announcements about the events of the congress, highlights and attention points
of the day and of the day past. There was a conference App to guide the delegates through
the programme and the necessary social media, Twitter and Facebook, and many photos
appeared also on Instagram (#isiwsc2019). There were many interviews held by the on-site
TV station. The host organisers have made available on the congress website a gallery with
photos, videos and web-tv material.
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Photo: ISI President 2019-2021,
John Bailer and ISI Director, Ada
van Krimpen interviewed in the
Media Area.

Remark: There were many administrative meetings and other events that were organized by
the ISI and Associations during the WSC. These are not covered in this report.
Jan Tinbergen
The winners of the 2019 Jan Tinbergen Awards presented their papers on Friday 23 August.
These biennial awards, named after the famous Dutch econometrician, are for best papers
by young statisticians in addressing statistical problems of real relevance in building
statistical capacity in countries with limited statistical infrastructure.
On the photo left to right:
Winner Division A, Jetrei Benito from Philippines, ISI
Director Ada van Krimpen, Winner Division B Edvira
Malliedje Fokam from Cameroon, and Rotterdam
School of Economics representative Philip Hans
Franses.

Awards Ceremony
The Awards Ceremony took place on Friday 23 August. Similar to previous years, it was a
celebration of all the Awards and Prizes of the ISI and its Associations which reflected the
scale and reach of Statistics and of the ISI family. All awards and names of the winners can
be found in the Awards Brochure (it will be published on the ISI Awards page soon).
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Fabrizio Ruggeri, ISI Vice President and Award
Coordinator, mastered the Award Ceremony in KLCC.

Closing Ceremony
The ceremony took place on Friday 23 August, and was very well attended. Dr. Mohd Uzir
Mahidintook the opportunity to express his thanks to all the persons from Malaysia and
abroad for the successful organisation of the WSC. The audience enjoyed the ISI WSC 2019
Flash back Video. Then it was the time for President Helen MacGillivray to say a big thank
you to the organisers and to hand over the ISI ‘keys’ to incoming President John Bailer. He
invited all the participants to the next WSC, to take place in 2021 in The Netherlands, by
introducing the WSC 2021 welcoming video. ISI Director Ada van Krimpen emphasized the
open character of the Dutch society and introduced the Sand Story about WSC 2021 and
The Hague city.
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Exhibition
The Trade Exhibition, completed the WSC programme and was a vibrant experience for
everyone. It filled up the vast space of the Exhibition Hall in KLCC ground floor, from Sunday
to Friday, with more than 28 Exhibitors and several presentations.
The ISI had a double booth this time: The ISI booth and the ISI WSC 2021 booth, placed
back to back. Also, this time we had with us Julie Spoor of The Hague Tourist Office who
was happy to give information (and gadgets) about The Hague city and the venue of the next
WSC. Visitors could also make a selfie literally as a painting of the famous Dutch masters
Vermeer and Rembrandt.

Gala Dinner
This event, on Friday evening, 23 August was the grande finale of the Congress. The
congress participants enjoyed an entertaining evening with top artists from Malaysia. We all
celebrated this extremely successful and enjoyable World Statistics Congress. Thousand
thanks to the Malaysian hosts and all the wonderful people for their hospitality.
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Sponsors
The ISI is extermely grateful to the ISI WSC 2019 sponsors. Through their contributions and
support has the WSC become such a succesful event. Many participants from developing
countries could participate thanks to the financial support from sponsors. Other sponsors
contributed by organising special events and networking events, or by supporting prizes and
awards. The complete list of sponsors can be found here.
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