The 59th ISI World Statistics Congress
25 – 30 August 2013
Hong Kong, S.A.R. China
This report presents the highlights as well as some facts and figures about the WSC in
Hong Kong. More detailed information and the official proceedings will become available
later.
Participation:
A total of 2,509 participants from 114 countries attended the Congress. The chart below
shows the distribution of participants by region.
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Registration of participants

Opening Ceremony: The opening ceremony took place during the afternoon on Sunday,
25th August 2013. The ceremony was held in the Grand Hall of the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC), a magnificent venue which was our home for
almost a week. The ceremony started with a welcome by Ms Lily Ou-Yang, Commissioner
for Census and Statistics in Hong Kong. This was followed by remarks from Professor Jae
C Lee, ISI president. Additional speakers included Professor K. C. Chan, Secretary of
Financial Services and the Treasury and Mr Ma Jiantang, Commissioner of the National
Bureau of Statistics China. The ceremony ended with very entertaining performances that
included traditional Lion and Dragon Dances, drum performance, a Chinese music show,
and a fascinating Kung Fu flags performance.

Dragons at the Opening Ceremony
The following reception, in the foyer overlooking the beautiful Victoria Harbour, offered a
great opportunity for participants to meet old friends and make new acquaintances. The
opening ceremony and the reception set a great tone for the rest of the Congress.
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Scientific Programme: The technical programme consisted of over 1,400 papers that
were presented in 243 sessions. There were 105 Invited Paper Sessions, 90 Special
Topics Sessions, and 49 Contributed Paper Sessions, covering leading-edge research and
practice, emerging topics of broad interest, expository and overview talks, and panel
discussions. The Scientific Programme Committee and the Local Programme Committee,
chaired respectively by Prof Xuming He (USA) and by Prof Kai Ng (Hong Kong), did a
wonderful job in organising a program that was very rich and diverse in content.

Participants in IAOS panel Marjo Bruun (Finland) en Jil Matheson (UK)

Poster sessions were well attended
Youth Theme Day: The special theme day for the Hong Kong WSC was ‘Youth.’
professors Delia North (South Africa) and Byeong Park (Korea) led the organization of the
theme-day session on the Scientific Programme Committee. Most, but not all, of the 16
theme-day sessions took place on the Wednesday. The Special Invited Panel on Career
Development was one of the highlights of this part of the programme.
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Participants Youth Theme Day
International Year of Statistics 2013: Dr. Ron Wasserstein, Executive Director of ASA
and Coordinator of the Statistics 2013 Steering Committee, gave a special presentation
on the International Year on Tuesday afternoon. The presentation provided an excellent
background on how the idea was conceived and a summary of the activities around the
world and the excitement that has been generated by the international year.

Dr Ron Wasserstein’s presentation on the International year of Statistics.

Karl Pearson Lecture: The inaugural Karl Pearson Prize was awarded to Professors
Peter McCullagh and (the late) John Nelder for their monograph “Generalized Linear
Models (1983).” Peter McCullagh gave the Karl Pearson lecture on Tuesday afternoon.
The ISI thanks Elsevier Publishers for sponsoring the award and supporting travel costs
for the Karl Pearson Lecture.

Prof. Peter Mc Cullagh receives the Karl Pearson Prize from President Jae C. Lee.

President’s Invited Lecture: Dr. Kaushik Basu, Senior Vice President and Chief
Economist at World Bank, was the President’s Invited Lecturer at the Hong Kong WSC.
He gave a very informative lecture on World Bank’s goals of eliminating extreme poverty
and sharing prosperity and the role of statistics and data in these activities. Dr. Basu is
on leave from Cornell University where he is Professor of Economics and C. Marks
Professor of International Studies.
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Dr. Kaushik Basu delivers his speech as President’s Invited Lecturer.
Reception for ISI Members: The ISI hosted a reception on 5:30 pm on Monday
September 26th. The reception, held at the Immigration Officers’ Mess, was attended by
over 250 members, many accompanied by their partners. President Jae C Lee welcomed
the ISI members and gave a brief set of remarks.

Annette and Dennis Trewin meet with H.W. Fung during ISI member reception.

Reception for Young Statisticians: There was also a reception for Young Statisticians
at the same time in the Exhibition Hall of the Convention Centre. President-Elect Vijay
Nair gave some remarks to welcome more than 230 people at this reception, which was
kindly hosted by Wiley-Blackwell publishers. This was a great opportunity for young
statisticians to meet and greet other participants, both young and experienced.
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Meet and greet with President-Elect Vijay Nair during the Young Statisticians reception.

Authors’ Workshop: The Young Statisticians’ reception was preceded by a workshop,
also sponsored by Wiley-Blackwell and led by editors of ISI and RSS journals. There were
more than 70 participants at the workshop.

Exhibition Hall: There were 30 exhibitors who presented an overview of products and
services during the conference. The group included well-known statistical societies,
academic institutions, vendors of commonly adopted statistics software as well as sizable
publishers of statistics journals and books.

Exhibition hall

Hong Kong Night: This dinner was held on Tuesday night at City Hall Maxim Palace. In
addition to the wonderful dinner, participants enjoyed a demonstration on how to make
traditional Chinese Snacks and Folks Crafts. There were also impressive performances on
tea-pouring from the Long-Spout Teapot, Hand-pulled Noodle making, and Chinese
Acrobatics.
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Amazing demonstration of tea-pouring from the Long-Spout Teapot.

Networking Event for Women in Statistics: This event, sponsored by IBM, was held
on Wednesday evening. It was organized by Dr. Penny Bidgood and the ISI Committee
on Women in Statistics. The event, attended by over 200 women (and some men),
included a short reception followed by round table discussions.

Women in Statistics networking event
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Dinner Hosted by the Local organizing Committee: This special dinner was held at
the Jumbo Floating Restaurant which had a very charming atmosphere. There were
several impressive performances. The ‘fast face changing’ act was particularly special,
when the final change of face by the performer was to that of President Jae C Lee. We
understand that this idea was conceived by our host Commissioner Lily Ou-Yang as a
special surprise. It was an evening that displayed the best traditions of Hong Kong.

Fast Face Changing act with President Jae C. Lee’s portrait.

NSO and International Organisations networking event: This event was held on
Thursday, 29th of August, lunch time. About 70 representatives, Heads of National
Statistical Offices and Directors of Statistics in International Organisations attended the
event. The ISI representatives briefed the audience about recent developments and
initiatives in ISI and reported about the International Year of Statistics activities.

Awards Ceremony: This ceremony was held on Thursday, 29th of August. Mr Lamine
Diop, Senior Statistical Consultant from Senegal, received the 2013 Mahalanobis Award
in Statistics. It was given out by Dr. T.C.A. Anant, CSI and Secretary of the Ministry of
Statistics, on behalf of the Indian Government. Numerous other award by the ISI and
Associations were also given out, including the Jan Tinbergen Awards. All awards and
names are winners can be found in the Awards brochure.

Mr Lamine Diop receives the Mahalanobis Award
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ISI General Assembly: The General Assembly (GA), held on Thursday afternoon, was
attended by 161 ISI members. A separate report of the GA is published on the web. Of
particular note was the proposal by the Moroccan government to host the 61st ISI WSC in
2017 in Marrakech. The GA was pleased to accept this proposal.
Closing Ceremony: This ceremony occurred after the final session on Friday, 30th of
August, and was very well attended with several hundred participants. President Jae C
Lee thanked Ms Lily Ou-Yang and the Hong Kong team for their excellent organization of
the congress. This was also the occasion when Jae C Lee handed over the presidency
(and symbolically the ISI flag) to the incoming President Vijay Nair. The ceremony ended
with a delightful musical and dance performance by a group representing the organisers
of the 2015 WSC in Rio de Janeiro.

Ms Lily Ou-Yang receives a certificate in appreciation for the excellent organisation of this
WSC from President Jae C Lee.

A flavour of what to expect at the next WSC in Rio de Janeiro in 2015.

Gala Dinner: This event, on Friday evening, was the ‘Grand Finale’. The congress
participants enjoyed an unforgettable evening in the Grand Hall of the HKCEC. There
were many impressive performances including a Chinese opera performed by young
children. It was a fitting end to a wonderful conference and a memorable visit to Hong
Kong.
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Chinese Opera performed by young children.

Thank you Hong Kong Team for an unforgettable WSC!

Remark: There were many administrative meetings and other events that were
organized by the ISI and Associations during the WSC. These are not covered in the
report.
Feedback Survey: Congress participants were asked to complete and submit their
feedback on various aspects of the WSC. If you were at Hong Kong and you have not
submitted your response, please do so by the end of September 2013.
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